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FOREWORD

In the summer of 1999, Sccretary of Energy Bill Richardson dirccted the Office of Environment, Safety
and Health to conduct independent investigations into scrious concerns regarding historic and current
environment, safety, and health practices at the nation’s three gascous diffusion plants—Ilocated at
Paducah, Kentucky; Piketon, Ohio; and Oak Ridge, Tennessce. The objectives of these investigations
werc to determine the extent to which these practices may have adversely affected the health and safety of
workers and the public and the quality of the surrounding environment.

The reports on Paducah were issucd in two volumes and released in October 1999 and February 2000,
followed by the Piketon report, which was issued in May 2000. This final report presents the conclusions
from the third investigation at the Oak Ridge Gaseous Diffusion Plant (know today as the East Tennessec
Technology Park). Like the two previous reports, this report provides a thorough and extensive analysis
of current and historic operations and work practices, the specific hazards faced by plant workers, and the
effectiveness of safety measures and management’s commitment to ensuring protection of the workers,
the public and the environment. The reports for all three sites can be found on the Department of Energy
homepage at the following web address: <http://tis.eh. doe.gov/oversight/>.

The scope and level of cffort expended in the conduct of this investigation is nearly unprecedented. Over
1,000 current and former workers, union personnel, and managers were interviewed: tens of thousands of
documents and records were thoroughly examined—some dating back to the start of the World War 11
Manbhattan Project; work activities and processes were observed; and dozens of soil and watcr samples
from each of the three plant locations were carefully collected and independently tested for the presence
of radioactive and chemical contamination.

There is no question that the gaseous diffusion plants were essential to our victory in the Cold War.
Many new industrial processes and cquipment were pioneered. developed, and tested at these plants.
Workers at these plants were loyal, hardworking, and proud to serve a vital role in our nation’s defensc.

At the same time, the investigations reveal that a climate of urgency to produce weapons often took
precedence over concerns for worker safety and health. Plant operators solely regulated safety and health;
as a result, workers did not have the benefit of external regulation to protect their health. While the
Department and its predccessors have always had internal standards to protect the workers, these
standards were not always consistently followed or enforced. Workplace conditions were often harsh,
and the hazards were serious. In addition, we found that some workers were cxposed to hazardous
chemicals and other matenals and received radiation doscs in excess of standards and may. as a result.
have become 11l from thesc exposures.

[ would like to thank all thosc who contributed to these important investigations. The Department of
Encrgy is committed to knowing which workers may have been made ill by the opceration of the gascous
diffusion plants, and to acknowledge the government’s responsibilities to these workers and their
familics. The results of this investigation, along with other Departmental studies, will help ensure that the
Department meets these commitments.
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